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Bling'd: Blood, Diamonds and Hip-Hop
Jan 11, 2007 2:35 PM By Jeff Miller

The new documentary under VH1's Rock Docs franchise examines the diamond trade in Sierra Leone as
well as the "diamond-obsessed hip-hop community" the producers claim, may have "unintentionally
played a role in the country's war."

From the United States, artists Kanye West, Jadakiss, Big Daddy Kane, Juelz Santana, Chris Aire, Mr. T, and
others will weigh in on the evolution of hip-hop bling, what it means to wear diamonds, and issues
surrounding conflict diamonds and poverty in mining communities, publicists stated in an announcement.

These artists are representative of the hip-hop community coming to terms with its obsession with bling
and the discovery of the effect it has on the impoverished people in Sierra Leone.

West --who filmed his own music video on blood diamonds in July 2005, said, "It's just ironic that what
made black people feel so empowered was completely demoralizing and destroying other black people."
In Sierra Leone, Wall, Raekwon, and Calderon reported to not only have heard first-hand accounts of the
atrocities suffered during the country's war, but they witnessed how these citizens are trying to rise from
the ruins of conflict and to improve their living conditions.

Viewers of the broadcast will meet Ishmael Beah, a New-York based former child soldier who went back
home to Sierra Leone for the first time in 10 years to thank the people who helped rehabilitate him when
he was just fifteen years old. The artists got a first-hand look at the country's main source of diamond
mines when they took a helicopter from Freetown to the Kono district in the north-east section of the

country and visited an alluvial and industrial mine as well as the villages that rely upon the diamond trade.
Adapted from:
https://www.diamonds.net/News/Newsltem.aspx?ArticlelD=16511&ArticleTitle=Blingd%3A+Blood%2C+Diamonds%.
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